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Jamsetji Tata bequeathed more than his wealth when he 
set up the fi rst of the Tata Trusts and seeded India’s fi rst 
institution of higher learning over a century ago. He left 
behind a legacy of constructive philanthropy and a set of 
values which have endured till the present day. The Sir 
Dorabji Tata Trust and the Allied Trusts continue with this 
commitment to institution building and helping the process 
of social development.

Our country has seen impressive economic growth in recent 
years. However, the fruits of development still elude a vast 
majority of our population. The Trusts have in their own 
way endeavoured to intervene in this space with a view 
to making a diff erence and improving the quality of life of 
the underserved.

The complexities of modern day society have thrown up 

of farmer distress in the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra. This 
had prompted the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and the Sir Ratan Tata 
Trust to collaborate on what is known as the Sukhi Baliraja 
initiative in the aff ected region. Programme interventions in 
this area in the fi elds of livelihood and natural resource 
management have shown encouraging outcomes as they 
enter into their third year. 

An important initiative taken up this year by the Trusts was 
that of community based care and rehabilitation of patients 
with severe mental disorders, an area which has been 
overlooked for support. The initial eff orts of the Trusts
involved engaging with care providers for the delivery of 
clinical services and with the community for erasing the stigma 
associated with mental illness. The Trusts hope to make a 
diff erence by building community capacity and strengthening 
the Government health infrastructure to ameliorate the 

suff ering of those aff ected by this debilitating condition.

During 2010-2011, the grant outlay of the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust 
and the Allied Trusts increased by 13% over the previous year, 
with the Trusts disbursing ` 3,298.39 million (US$ 74.96 million) 
to institutions, NGO partners and individuals.

I take this opportunity to commend the entire team at the 
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and the Allied Trusts, and the partner 
grantees, for their signifi cant contribution towards fulfi lling the 
objects of the Trusts.

Ratan N Tata

Chairman

“The Trusts  have in their own way endeavoured to intervene in this space with a view to 

making a diff erence and improving the quality of life of the underserved.”

many challenges for the development sector. The Trusts, in 
partnership with civil society, have adopted a proactive role in 
identifying and evolving strategies for social inclusion in the face 
of the changing dynamics. Proposals conceived as innovative 
programme ideas a few years ago have evolved into signature 
programmes like those on System of Rice Intensifi cation, 
Diversion Based Irrigation, Adolescent Education and 
Migration Services. These interventions have shown good 
results and the promise of a wider outreach in the future. 
A more recent initiative of the Trusts has been in the fi eld 
of empowerment of rural women who face various forms 
of exploitation and are often denied their rightful dues. 
The Trusts aim to create awareness among rural women and 
empower them to realise their entitlements under various 
welfare schemes.  

In the recent past, the country has seen an alarming incidence 
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TRUSTEES OF SIR DORABJI 
TATA TRUST AND THE 
ALLIED TRUSTS
Under the guidance of the Trustees, the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and the Allied Trusts continue to support 
individuals, organisations and institutions striving to make a diff erence.

Sir Dorabji Tata Trust
Mr RN Tata, Chairman 
Mr NA Soonawala
Dr (Ms) A Patel 
Ms D Jejeebhoy
Mr RK Krishna Kumar
Mr AN Singh, Managing Trustee
Prof MS Valiathan 
Mr VR Mehta

JRD Tata Trust
Mr RN Tata, Chairman 
Mr NA Soonawala
Mr AN Singh, Managing Trustee
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Mr RN Tata, Chairman
Mr RK Krishna Kumar
Mr AN Singh

Allied Trusts
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the Higher Education of 
Indians
Prof MGK Menon (till June 2010)
Prof SM Chitre
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Mr AN Singh

Jamsetji Tata Trust
Mr RN Tata, Chairman
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Mr RK Krishna Kumar
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Mr RN Tata, Chairman
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Tata Social Welfare Trust
Mr RN Tata, Chairman
Mr RK Krishna Kumar
Mr AN Singh

JRD and Thelma J Tata Trust
Mr RN Tata, Chairman 
Mr RM Lala  
Dr (Ms) S Chitnis
Dr (Ms) A Desai
Mr AN Singh
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Nurturing the plants - BAIF 
Development Research Foundation, 
Maharashtra



Sir Dorabji Tata and Lady Meherbai Tata  
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CONTINUING THE LEGACY
This year, the section focuses on Jamsetji Tata’s 
elder son, Sir Dorabji Tata (1859 - 1932), and his 
wife, Lady Meherbai Tata (1879 - 1931).    

A business magnate and sports enthusiast, Sir 
Dorabji Tata was instrumental in transforming 
his father’s grand vision into a reality. In 1897, 
he married Meherbai, daughter of H.J. Bhabha, 
Inspector General of Education, Mysore State. 
Spirited and sensitive, among her many 
talents, ‘Mehri’ as she was fondly called, was 
an accomplished pianist, sports enthusiast 
and deeply concerned about the condition 
of women. 

Sir Dorabji’s leadership and implementation 
led to the realisation of his father’s dreams. Sir 
Stanley Reed, Editor of The Times of India, a close 
friend of the family, said, “But this would never 
have been accomplished if Sir Dorabji had not 
seen his purpose with wide open eyes; if he 
had not had always at his side a wife who was 
as staunch in the pursuits of these fi lial and 
patriotic duties as himself.” 

In 1931, Lady Meherbai died of leukaemia and 
was buried at Brookwood Cemetery in England. 
Sir Dorabji in memory of his wife, created a 
Trust named after her. He continued his father’s 
legacy and in 1932, bequeathed most of his 
personal wealth, down to his pearl-studded 
tiepin and the famous Jubilee diamond, to a 
Trust named after him.
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Sir Dorabji continued his father’s legacy. At an annual general meeting in 1917, he said, “May I appeal to all who live in this land, to 
work in harmony and in co-operation for its general development. May I appeal to them to sink all party diff erences; to realise that the 
interests of any one set of people are closely bound up with the interests of the whole land; and that in the industrial and commercial 
growth of the country, the interest, both of those who have adopted it, and of those who are born of the soil, will be fully served.”
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Lady Meherbai Tata was deeply concerned about the condition of women and campaigned for more women into legislature, 
higher education, against the ‘purdah system’ and practice of untouchability. She also became one of the founding members 
of the Bombay Presidency Women’s Council and then the National Council for Women. According to Lady Dinshaw Mulla, 
“Her great belief is that the resurrection of India would only come by and through the advancement of our womanhood”.



THE TEAM
Compassion and commitment are integral to the work of the Trusts. Guided by the Tata values, the 
Management Team, Programme Associates and Support Staff  strive towards the Trusts vision of 
constructive philanthropy.

Secretary and Chief Accountant
Ms Rukshana Savaksha 

Director (JN Tata Endowment)
Dr Nawaz Mody

Secretary 
(Lady Tata Memorial Trust)
Mr Fershoger Guard

Programme Leader
Mr Sanjiv Phansalkar

Programme Offi  cers
Mr Abhay Gandhe 
Ms Amina Charania  
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Ms Niyati Mehta 
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Ms Ratna Mathur 
Mr Sachin Sachdeva*
Ms Sheila Chanani*
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Ms Tara Srinivas 
Ms Tasneem Raja

Individual Grants
Ms Kumudini Todankar
Ms Martha Ferrao
Ms Perrcis Majoo 

Accounts, Finance and Taxation
Ms Kamal Titina
Mr Kumar Chaitanya

Administration
Ms Kashmira Meherji
Mr Yezad Siganporia
* Have retired/resigned from the Trust during the course of the year.

Registered Offi  ce
Bombay House, 24, Homi Mody Street, Fort, 
Mumbai 400 001

Bankers
ICICI Bank Ltd., Mumbai
Standard Chartered Bank, Mumbai 
Credit Agricole Corporate and Investment Bank, Mumbai  

Legal Advisor
Messrs Mulla & Mulla, Craigie Blunt & Caroe, Mumbai   

Statutory Auditor
M/s Jayantilal Thakkar & Company, Chartered Accountants, 
Mumbai  

Internal Auditor
M/s Deloitte Haskins & Sells, Chartered Accountants, 
Mumbai  
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Women working under MNREGA 
to develop a nursery - Society 
for Research and Rudimentary 
Education on Social and Health 
Issues (SRREOSHI), West Bengal
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The Annual Report presents the activities of the 
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and the Allied Trusts during 
the fi nancial year 2010-2011. They collectively 
disbursed ` 3,298.39 million on the objects of 
the Trusts, compared to ` 2,913.52 million in 
the previous year. This spend covered grants 
to institutions, Non-Government Organisations 
(NGOs) and individuals.

Over the years, the Trusts have been engaged in 
building and supporting institutions. Among the 
noteworthy grants in this segment were those to 
the Harvard Business School to set up a Tata Hall for 
the Executive Education Programme off ered by the 
School, to the Tata Institute of Social Sciences for its 
various ongoing programmes and to the Taj Public 
Welfare Trust for its welfare activities for those 
aff ected by terror attacks and natural calamities.

The Trusts extend fi nancial assistance to individuals 
to meet their education and medical needs. 
During 2010-2011, the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and 
the JRD Tata Trust gave grants to meet the cost of 
medical treatment, amounting to ` 46.10 million. 
These two Trusts together with the Jamsetji Tata 
Trust, the Lady Tata Memorial Trust and the JN Tata 
Endowment also provided fi nancial assistance 
to individuals towards the cost of education. The 
JN Tata Endowment awarded 127 scholars with 
loan scholarships during the year to pursue their 
post-graduate studies abroad. Nearly 27 diff erent 
fi elds of study were supported in the Pure and 
Applied Sciences, Social Sciences, Humanities, 
Law, Management Studies, Commerce, Art and 
Architecture and Service Sector studies. The Lady 
Tata Memorial Trust gave over 70 scholarships to 
support research in leukaemia and other diseases 
of the blood. The Trust also gave the Young 

Researcher’s Award 2011 for a post-doctoral 
research project which has the potential to treat 
genetic disorders. The other Trusts awarded 
scholarships to pursue studies in India in addition 
to need-based grants and travel assistance for 
specifi c purposes. The total spend on account of 
education support during the year in review was 
` 193.55 million. 

The grant support to the civil society world, 
mainly the NGOs amounted to ` 1,233.42 million, 
against ` 1,687.60 million in the previous year. 
The pattern of grant-making across programme 
sectors was relatively similar to the previous year.  

The Trusts organised meetings of the NGO 
partners of the Trusts in the North-East and 
Odisha to ascertain the reach and impact of 
the contributions made by the Trusts and 
to collectively think through the way forward. 
The deliberations during these partners’ 
meetings were found to be productive since 
they initiated a process of cross-learning among 
NGO partners, highlighted issues needing 
attention and underscored to the people of 
their regions the abiding interest which the 
Trusts have in their development. 

The signature programmes of the Trusts 
launched in the earlier years continued to 
reach out to a greater number of benefi ciaries. 
The programme on the System of Rice
Intensifi cation covered 37,000 farmers during the 
year, thus cumulatively reaching out to 80,000 
farmers in its third year. The programme on 
Diversion-Based Irrigation covered 10,000 homes 
during the year, bringing the total of benefi ciary 
families to 20,000 in its fi rst operational year. 

YEAR IN REVIEW

Amar Bazaar (our market) concept 
in progress - Rural Volunteers 
Centre, Assam



A woman participant prepares fodder for her animals - Appropriate Technology India, Uttarakhand

The more recently launched programmes on Migration and 
Empowerment of Rural Women also showed signs of wider 
coverage. Nearly 14,000 women joined the fold of Nari Sanghs 
(empowered women’s associations) during the year, thereby 
increasing its cumulative outreach to nearly 50,000 women. 
Similarly, the migration programme reached out to nearly one 
lakh migrant workers in the country.

The Trusts continued with their eff orts on capacity-building 
of partner organisations by way of training workshops, which 
spanned specifi c programmatic subjects together with topics 
relating to fi nancial management. 

There were some interesting initiatives which were undertaken 
during the year by the Trusts. While these could appear 
to be small in scope at this juncture, they could have far-
reaching consequences in the future. The Trusts built on their 
previous association with Saptak, Ahmedabad, in helping 
them prepare to make their large digitised collection of 
Indian classical music available to a global audience. The initial 
support to promotion of cultivation of submergence-tolerant 
paddy in Uttar Pradesh marked the beginning of sustained 
engagement of the Trusts with the perennial problem of 
fl oods in the Ganges and Brahmaputra basins. The Trusts 
support to the Safai Karmchari Andolan to undertake a sample 
survey covering 20 States revealed the continuing practice of 
manual scavenging. These fi ndings led the National Advisory 
Committee to pass a resolution to take eff ective steps for its 
eradication. The cause of conservancy workers has continued 
to be supported by the Trusts through a grant made to the 
Dalit Foundation, Delhi.     

The engagement of the Trusts in the Sukhi Baliraja Initiative 
in the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra, in collaboration with 
the Sir Ratan Tata Trust, has started showing encouraging 
results on the ground. In particular, the Trusts supported 
eff orts to improve employability among the wards of 
distressed farmers by focussing on projects directed towards 
skill-building in the region. 

The Trusts continue to give small grants to nascent NGOs 
which have just ventured into the development sector as 
well as for innovative pilot projects of NGOs. Thirty-three small 
grants were given during the year, cumulatively accounting 
for ` 18.40 million.
   
While carrying on the year’s activities, the Trusts were also 
conscious of the need to evaluate the impact of projects 
which had been supported over an extended period of time 
and utilise the learning from the study. Impact-assessment 
exercises were conducted in respect of three long-standing 
partnerships, namely the Foundation for the Revitalisation 
of Local Health Traditions, Bengaluru, Bharat Gyan Vigyan 
Samiti, Delhi/Bhopal and Jan Swasthya Sahayog, Ganiyari, 
Chhattisgarh, and concluded during the year. The studies 
highlighted the sterling contributions which each of these 
organisations has made to the country and underlined the 
point that partnerships which have a sharper focus are more 
eff ective in achieving the intended objective.

Children in eco-clubs learn about environment and nature 
conservation through art and specially-developed distance-
learning syllabi - Charkha, Andaman and Nicobar Islands
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Natural Resource Management and 
Rural Livelihoods

Signature Programmes: 
System of Rice Intensifi cation (SRI); Diversion-Based 
Irrigation (DBI); Goat-rearing

Pilot Programmes: 

Agricultural intensifi cation; Land and water treatment 
using the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Programme (MGNREGP)

Pro-Active Area: 
Market-led livelihood enhancement

Urban Poverty and Livelihoods

Signature Programme: 
Migration

Pilot Programmes: 

Conservancy workers; Women and livelihoods

Pro-Active Area: 

Pro-poor urban governance

Education

Signature Programmes: 
Adolescent education and development; Women’s literacy

Pilot Programmes: 
Child protection; Elementary school quality improvement

Pro-Active Area: 

Teacher education

Health

Signature Programme:  

Correction of cleft lip and cleft palate

Pilot Programme: 

Control of malaria in Southern Odisha

Pro-Active Area: 

Community based rehabilitation of persons with mental 
or physical disabilities

Civil Society, Governance and Human Rights

Signature Programme: 
Empowerment of rural women

Pilot Programme: 

Mobilising rural communities to benefi t from the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
(MGNREG) Scheme

Pro-Active Area:  
Addressing the issue of sex selection in India

Media, Art and Culture 

Signature Programme: 

Conservation of architecture and landscape

Pilot Programme:  
Curatorship programme

Pro-Active Area: 

Tribal folklore 

SNAPSHOT OF THE PORTFOLIOS
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Medical camp organized for children - National Institute of Applied 
Human Research and Development, Odisha

Young girls being taught a classical dance form - Aseema Trust, 
Tamil Nadu

Migrant labourers being given identity cards - Paryavaran Evam 
Prodyogiki Utthan Samiti (PEPUS), Bihar

Each portfolio has a strategy that is implemented through 
its programme.

The Programme Highlights and Signifi cant Projects for each 
portfolio have been presented in the following sections.



NATURAL 
RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT AND 
RURAL LIVELIHOODS

OVERVIEW
Food security at the household level continued to dominate 
the grant-making activity in the portfolio. The portfolio 
works mainly with rural poor households in the regions which 
are either less endowed with natural resources or which 
have remained underdeveloped for socio-political reasons. 
Household-level food security can be enhanced by varied 
means: enhancing the productive capacity of household assets, 
stabilising the farm economy; intensifying crops, making 
livestock more productive and enhancing the ability of the 
poor to derive incomes from other economic activities. 

Clearly, a more sustained and certain contribution to the well
being of the poor can be achieved if the Trusts encourage 
the partner organisations to consolidate and build on 
their experiences. This consolidation and building on past 
experience has been and will remain the chief feature of the 
portfolio. Operationally, this has meant learning lessons from 
current projects and programmes and taking these projects 
and programmes in appropriately modifi ed form to the poor 
elsewhere in the country. A total of 65 new projects were 
sanctioned during the year by the Trusts in the portfolio.
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Agricultural produce displayed for 
sale by women in Wardha - Chetana 
Vikas, Maharashtra



System of Rice Intensifi cation (SRI)
The fi rst phase of the System of Rice Intensifi cation  (SRI) 
programme had demonstrated both the SRI in raising yields 
and reducing cultivation costs as well as the specifi c extension 
method followed by the Trusts. The launch of the second 
phase in the year with a total budget of ` 240 million 
was followed by substantial leveraging as the very same 
pattern of extension of the SRI was being taken up by the 
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) 
and the National Food Security Mission (NFSM). Given 
the weight of the evidence about its effi  cacy, several 
state governments, notably those in Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha and later Jharkhand felt encouraged to adopt the 
programme as a part of their agricultural development 
strategy. The principles of SRI - now morphed into a System of 

Root Intensifi cation have been successfully applied to wheat by 
18,000 farmers, most notably in Bihar, Uttarakhand and some 
other states. 

The Trusts have begun focusing on both systematising data-
gathering on the extent and pace of adoption as well as on 
studies which look at the potential eff ect of continuous 
cultivation by SRI on critical soil parameters which would 
help answer the valid questions of the scientifi c community. 
During 2010-11, 59,000 farmers across 11 states adopted 
SRI to grow paddy in the kharif season and 
12,000 farmers adopted it for summer paddy. In addition, 
18,000 farmers adopted a similar method, the System 
of Root Intensifi cation, to grow wheat, and 1,400 to grow 
other crops.  

Bodo farmers in their System of Rice Intensifi cation (SRI) fi eld - Professional Assistance for Development Action (PRADAN), Assam

Diversion Based Irrigation (DBI)
The formal evaluation of the Trusts programme, Diversion-Based 
Irrigation (DBI), was completed in the year. The evaluator noted 
the cost-eff ective manner in which the programme reached out 
to the most needy. He suggested several ways of building on 
the programme to more eff ectively move towards the goal of 
enhancing food security at the household level. These included 
by linking the programme with government schemes, enabling 
communities to move from mere water use to integrated 
natural resources management and command-area 
development to ensure that each drop of water produced more 
and higher income-yielding crops and enabling producers 
to link with the markets. Appropriate adjustments are being 
introduced in new projects in the programme, which is entering 
its second phase with a sanctioned budget of ` 300 million. 

Recent Initiatives
Three other initiatives were started within the Trusts 
during the year. These related to strengthening livelihoods 
based on husbandry of small ruminants, improvement of 
household nutrition by promoting vegetable cultivation and 
demonstration of submergence-tolerant paddy in fl ood-
prone areas. The fi rst has reached out to over a dozen partners 
by now and the second, currently at the pilot stage, has been 
initiated with four partners. Work with submergence-tolerant 
paddy is being done with technical collaboration with the 
International Rice Research Institute and fi eld collaboration 
of NGO partners. Other projects supported by the Trusts, 
reaching out to reduce the distressed in troubled areas such as 
Vidarbha in Maharashtra and Bundelkhand in Uttar Pradesh/
Madhya Pradesh, continue to progress well. 

PROGRAMMME HIGHLIGHTS

Villagers constructing an earthen channel to irrigate their 
agricultural fi elds under a Diversion-Based Irrigation (DBI) 
project - Gramya Vikash Mancha, Assam

Women selling their produce - Foundation for Ecological 
Security (FES), Odisha
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Rongmei Naga Baptist Association (RNBA), 
Manipur
In spite of being endowed with rich natural resources and 
acclaimed biodiversity, India’s north-east economically lags 
behind other parts of India. To capitalise on the rich resources, 
the Rongmei Naga Baptist Association (RNBA), Manipur, along 
with ten other agencies have undertaken a project in Manipur 
and Nagaland since 2008 with a grant support of ` 22.2 million 
spread over three years. The project covers 50 villages in 12 
subdivisions of 6 districts (Chandel, Churachandpur, Senapati, 
Tamenglong, Ukhrul in Manipur; and Peren in Nagaland). The 
main objective was to address the food-security problem at the 
household level of the diff erent tribes inhabiting these areas. 
The major activities undertaken in the project are local 
institution-building; land development; and promotion of 
diverse income-generating activities. The RNBA also undertook 

major work on capacity building of its partners. 

During the project period, various local gravity-fl ow irrigation 
structures were renovated, creating irrigation facilities to
120 hectares. 195 women Self Help Groups (SHGs) were formed 
in the project villages. These SHGs are taking active part in 
executing and managing the activities undertaken in the project 
villages. These are emerging as social institutions, which are also 
taking up other developmental activities in the villages. 

The RNBA is also promoting SRI in Manipur with 14 other NGOs. 
Looking at the good result of the RNBA and its partners, the 
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) 
and the Department of Agriculture, Government of Manipur, 
have sanctioned SRI grants to the tune of ` 3 million during the 
reporting period.

Grameen Development Services (GDS), Assam
Flood-prone areas of North India experience perennial fl oods, 
damaging the paddy crop. The International Rice Research 
Institute (IRRI) has developed submergence-tolerant paddy 
varieties, including Swarna Sub-1. The trials managed by 
Grameen Development Services involved 363 farmers and 
showed excellent yields of up to 43 quintals a hectare; using 
Swarna Sub-1, the variety was found to have a capacity to 
tolerate submergence of up to 15-20 days. 

Building and Enabling Disaster Resilience of 
Coastal Communities (BEDROC), Tamil Nadu
Trusts have supported BEDROC for work on the canal 
systems, production of certifi ed paddy and pulse seed 
and the establishment of Milk Producer Collectives in the 
Nagapattinam district of Tamil Nadu. BEDROC de-silted canals, 
strengthened bunds, repaired notches, sluices, siphons, 
culverts, etc. An Agri-Producers’ Company was formed to 
produce certifi ed seeds for paddy and pulses. Preliminary 
assessment showed that more than 3,000 acres were saved 
from fl ooding and 110 acres were additionally brought under 
cultivation. An added benefi t was the quicker reach of water 
to the tail end of the canals, thus inspiring some farmers to 
take up cultivation in Kuruvai season.   

SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS

Laying pipes for the Diversion-Based Irrigation scheme in progress - Rongmei Naga Baptist Association (RNBA), Manipur
Farmers being explained about submergence-tolerant 
paddy - Grameen Development Services, Uttar Pradesh

Dairy plant installed - Building and Enabling Disaster 
Resilience of Coastal Communities (BEDROC), Tamil Nadu
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PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

A Access Development Services, Madhya Pradesh

Action for Social Advancement, Madhya Pradesh

Action for Food Production, New Delhi

Action for Rural Technology, Maharashtra

Action for Social Advancement, Madhya Pradesh

Advanced Centre for Water Resources Development 
and Management, Maharashtra

Aga Khan Foundation, New Delhi

Agragamee, Odisha

Alirajpur Shaikshanik Samajik Kendra, Madhya Pradesh

All-India Artisans and Craftworkers Welfare 
Association, New Delhi

Amhi Amchya Arogyasathi, Maharashtra

Appropriate Technology India, New Delhi

Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the 
Environment, Karnataka 

Association for Development and Research in 
Socio-Economic Activities, Odisha

Association for Rural Advancement through Voluntary 
Action and Local Involvement, Rajasthan

B BAIF Development Research Foundation, Maharashtra

BAIF Institute for Rural Development, Andhra Pradesh

Baradrone Social Welfare Institutions, West Bengal

Bihar Development Trust, Bihar

Bosco Gramin Vikas Kendra, Maharashtra

Building and Enabling Disaster Resilience of Coastal 
Communities, Tamil Nadu

C Central Himalayan Environment Association, 
Uttarakhand

Centre for Action and Rural Reconstruction, Odisha

Centre for Collective Development, Andhra Pradesh 

Centre for Development of Advanced Computing, 
West Bengal

Centre for Economic and Social Studies, 
Andhra Pradesh

Centre for Indian Knowledge Systems, Tamil Nadu

Centre for People’s Forestry, Andhra Pradesh

Centre for World Solidarity, Andhra Pradesh

Chetana Vikas, Maharashtra

Collectives for Integrated Livelihood Initiatives, 
Jharkhand

Community Development Foundation, Nagaland

O
P

R

Orissa Professional Development Service Consultants, 
Odisha

Pan-Himalayan Grassroots Development Foundation, 
Uttarakhand

Pararth Samiti, Madhya Pradesh

Paryay, Maharashtra

Pashupati Kalyan Parishad, Rajasthan

Peoples’ Science Institute, Uttarakhand

Pragati, Odisha

Professional Assistance for Development Action, 
New Delhi

Rajarhat Prasari, West Bengal

Rajasthan Forest Produce Collector’s and Professor’s 
Group Support Society, Rajasthan

Rashtriya Gramin Vikas Nidhi, Assam

Rongmei Baptist Association, Nagaland

Rongmei Naga Baptist Association, Manipur

Rural Communes, Maharashtra

Rural Development Association, West Bengal

Rural Innovations Network, Tamil Nadu 

L

M

N

Ladakh Ecological Development Group, Jammu and 
Kashmir 

League for Education and Development, Tamil Nadu

Lok Jagriti Kendra, Jharkhand

M S Swaminathan Research Foundation, Tamil Nadu

Maharashtra Institute of Technology Transfer for Rural 
Areas, Maharashtra

Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Maharashtra

Mahila Abhivruddhi Society, Andhra Pradesh

Mandan Bharti Jagriti Samaj, Bihar 

Mount Valley Development Association, Uttarakhand

N. M. Sadguru Water and Development Foundation, 
Gujarat

Nirman, Odisha

North-East Research and Social Work Networking, 
AssamI
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Dastkar Andhra, Andhra Pradesh

Dhriiti - The Courage Within, New Delhi

Foundation for Ecological Security, Gujarat

Harsha Trust, Odisha

Himmothan Society, Uttarakhand

G Garhwal Vikas Kendra, Uttarakhand

Gorakhpur Environment Action Group, Uttar Pradesh

GRAM Abhyudaya Mandali, Andhra Pradesh

Gram Vikas, Odisha

Grameen Development Services, Uttar Pradesh

Grameen Sahara, Assam

Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti, Rajasthan

Gramonnati Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh 

Gramya Vikash Mancha, Assam

I Create India, Karnataka

Indira Social Welfare Organisation, Odisha

Institute of Himalayan Environment Research and 
Education, Uttarakhand

International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics, Andhra Pradesh

International Development Enterprises (India), New Delhi

Jamgoria Sevabrata, West Bengal

Jan Sewa Parishad, Jharkhand

Jeevika Development Society, West Bengal

Joint Endeavour for Emancipation Training and Action for 
Women, Odisha

Kumarappa Institute of Gram Swaraj, Rajasthan
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Watershed Organisation Trust, Maharashtra

Women Organisation for Rural Development, Odisha

World Wildlife Fund for Nature - India Secretariat, 
New Delhi

Youth Volunteers Union, Manipur

YUVA Mitra, Maharashtra

T

U
V

Tagore Society for Rural Development, West Bengal

Tata Chemical Society for Rural Development, 
Uttar Pradesh 

The Covenant Centre for Development, Tamil Nadu

The Livelihood School, Andhra Pradesh 

Trust Microfi n Network, Uttar Pradesh

Uttarpath Sewa Sanstha, Uttarakhand

Vikalp, Uttar Pradesh

Vivekananda Institute of Biotechnology, West Bengal

C
L
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Central Himalayan Environment Association, 
Uttarakhand

Leh Nutrition Project, Jammu and Kashmir

Pan-Himalayan Grassroots Development Foundation, 
Uttarakhand

Peoples’ Science Institute, Uttarakhand

R Rashtriya Gramin Vikas Nidhi, Assam

Regional Centre for Development Cooperation, Odisha

U Udyama, Odisha

Uttarapath Sewa Sansthan, Uttarakhand

A
B

Aarohi, Uttarakhand

Relief

BAIF Development Research Foundation, Maharashtra
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Villagers at work to improve land-use under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme facilitated 
by the Trusts in Bhilwara, Rajasthan - Foundation for Ecological Security (FES), Gujarat

S Sakhi, Bihar

Sampurna Gram Vikas Kendra, Jharkhand

Samuha Vikas, Odisha

Shohratgarh Environmental Society, Uttar Pradesh

Shramjivi Janata Sahayak Mandal, Maharashtra

Sir Syed Trust, Rajasthan

Social Welfare Agency & Training Institute, Odisha

Society for Promotion of Wastelands Development, 
New Delhi

Sri Ramkrishna Sarada Math and Mission, Jharkhand

Sustainable Human Development Association, 
Uttar Pradesh



Migrant labour discuss their 
problems in a meeting - 
PRAYAS, Rajasthan

URBAN POVERTY 
AND LIVELIHOODS

This portfolio addresses the ugly reality of the miseries faced 
by millions of people coping with the situations created 
by unplanned urban growth. The portfolio has three thrust 
areas: informal urban livelihoods; urban governance and 
in-country migration.  

The Trusts engagement in the fi eld of urban governance was 
through three projects supported in the cities of Mumbai, 
Sangli and Delhi. They dealt with diff erent facets of complex 
issues involved in the process of urban redevelopment and 
rehabilitation of displaced slum residents. The outcome of 
the engagements were comprehensively analysed during 
the year. While specifi c outcomes of each of these projects 
have been laudable, the study has brought out the perennial 
and apparently intractable issues that lead to fl uidity and 
uncertainties in the process.

OVERVIEW
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Migration
The engagement of the Trusts in the fi eld of seasonal migration 
has been expanded during the year, now reaching over 
0.1 million migrants through 34 partners working in Rajasthan, 
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. These partner organisations 
formed a coalition during the year. The Unique Identifi cation 
Authority of India (UIDAI) signed an agreement with this 
coalition under which the coalition members will assist UIDAI 
in the process of issuing the Adhar cards to the migrating 
individuals. This process is expected to greatly contribute to 
mitigation of the hardships caused to the migrants by their 
situation. They have great diffi  culty accessing many pro-poor 
schemes due to diffi  culty in proving their identity. 

Going Forward
Going forward, the Trusts propose to consolidate their work 
in the fi eld of seasonal migration and explore the possibilities 
of supporting systematic and sustained research in the scope, 
sweep and signifi cance of migration to the economy as well 
as the socio-political impact of migration on people. The 
Trusts also intend to explore the possibility of strengthening 
informal-sector livelihoods by improving the skills of the 
workforce, particularly those persons from under-served 
areas who are newly entering the economy. The Trusts expect 
that their nascent engagement in fi elds such as work with 
domestic workers and workers in solid-waste management in 
the cities will mature and evolve into sustained programming.    

Livelihoods and Women
Domestic workers are of great assistance in managing a very 
large number of urban households and yet face abysmal 
working conditions characterised often by a complete lack of 
social security and absence of basic facilities. Women domestic 
workers face the additional arduous burden of having to care 
for their children and at times also to confront harassment 
from employers. A systematic study pertaining to the possible 
areas of engagement with the large population of domestic 
workers in the country was completed during the year and 
partnerships with a select group of organisations in the fi eld 
have begun. Exploited and unorganised as they are, the 
Trusts intend to intensify their engagements for their welfare.  

Waste Management and the Informal Sector
Conservancy workers and those who participate in solid-waste 
management toil in a risky work environment. But they are 
critical to the smooth management of cities. The tragic saga 
of conservancy workers falling victim to occupational hazards 
is unending. These workers are dispersed in every city and 
habitation and their dispersal makes it diffi  cult to reach them. 
The Trusts have been engaged in the process of evolving a 
substantive engagement in the fi eld, directed particularly at 
alleviating the miseries of these people.  

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

Education for children of migrants facilitated by Aajeevika 
Bureau, Rajasthan

Young girls being trained in bag-making - Centre for Urban 
and Regional Excellence (CURE), Delhi Staff  delivering legal counselling to a migrant family - Paryavaran Evam Prodyogiki Utthan Samiti (PEPUS), Uttar Pradesh
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Gujarat State Women’s SEWA Cooperative 
Federation, Gujarat 
Registered in 1972, the Gujarat State Women’s SEWA 
Cooperative Federation has encouraged marginalised women 
in Ahmedabad to enter the mainstream economy by organising 
women into unions as well as cooperatives. Women working 
in the urban informal sector such as home-based workers, 
street vendors and cleaners are covered. 

The Trusts partnership with the SEWA Federation has equipped 
members of various cooperatives to compete eff ectively 
with others in the market Through its assistance to member 
cooperatives in the areas of writing accounts and similar 
chores of administrative housekeeping, the programme 
has made their cooperatives into robust organisations. 
SEWA has linked producers and vendors by eliminating 
middlemen and introducing effi  cient systems of marketing, 
resulting in enhanced income and better self-esteem for 
both the parties. 

The outcomes in the form of entrepreneurship, increased 
incomes and enhanced dignity are most visible at the 
cooperative-managed shops such as the Jamalpur Shop 
for vegetable growers, the Kalakruti Shop for the member 
artisans, the Wholesale Shop of fi sh at Holi Chakala, the 
Saundarya Cleaning Cooperative, etc. Collective action has 
empowered these women and made the fi eld a little more 
level while off ering value-added services to the economy.

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS
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Aajeevika Bureau Trust, Rajasthan

Arthik Anusandhan Kendra, Uttar Pradesh

Lok Kalyan Sansthan, Rajasthan

Paryavaran Evam Prodyogiki Utthan Samiti, 
Uttar Pradesh

Prayas, Rajasthan
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Bolangir Gramodyog Samiti, Odisha Madhyam Foundation, Odisha

Mahila Sewa Trust, Gujarat 

Mehnatkash Kalyan Evam Sandarch Kendra Sansthan, 
Rajasthan

Saath, Gujarat

Sahbhagi Shikshan Kendra, Uttar Pradesh

Sewa Bharat, New Delhi

Shiv Shiksha Samiti, Rajasthan

SNDT Women’s University, Maharashtra

National Foundation for India, New Delhi

Udyama, Odisha

UNESCO, New Delhi

Urmul Khejri Sansthan, Rajasthan

Youth Council for Development Alternatives, Odisha

Yugantar, Andhra Pradesh 

C Centre for Civil Society, New Delhi

Centre for Urban and Regional Excellence, New Delhi

Change Management Unit, West Bengal

Citizen’s Voluntary Initiative for the City, Karnataka
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Darabar Sahitya Sansad, Odisha

Debadatta Club, Odisha 

Disha Foundation, Maharashtra

Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee, West Bengal

G Grameen Development Services, Uttar Pradesh

Grameen Evam Samajik Vikas Sanstha, Rajasthan

Gujarat State Women`s SEWA Co-op. Federation Ltd., 
Gujarat

Institute of Social Studies Trust, New Delhi

Jai Bhim Vikas Shikshan Sansthan, Rajasthan

Jandaksha Trust, Rajasthan

Jatan Sansthan, Rajasthan

Kalahandi Organisation for Agriculture & Rural 
Marketing Initiative, Odisha

Kotra Adivasi Sanshan, Rajasthan

SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS

A member of the Matryagandha cooperative of SEWA 
purchases dry fi sh from a fi sh shop - Gujarat State Women’s 
SEWA Cooperative Federation, Gujarat
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Education

EDUCATION

In 2010-2011, the Education portfolio of the Trusts initiated 
55 new projects, bringing the total number of partnership 
grants to 135. These grants support and strengthen four 
major thematic areas of engagement in the fi eld. The fi rst is 
elementary education. The second thematic area of adolescent 
education and skill development is in a scaling-out phase. 
The third focus area is promoting Women’s Literacy through 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) and sangathans. It is entering its 
second phase now. Child Protection is the fourth emergent 
thematic area where the Trusts seek to build on their past 
engagement. These projects reach out to more than 0.3 million 
children, 0.1 million adolescents and 64,000 women, mostly 
from Dalit, Tribal, Muslim and other backward communities. 

There were 22 new projects sanctioned during the year on 
Elementary Education, six on Child Protection, 16 related to 
Adolescent Education and 11 on Women’s Literacy. Also, the 
Trusts were concentrated in educationally-backward districts 
in Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal and Maharashtra.

Some partners of the Trusts, who have achieved expertise in the 
fi eld of Right to Education (RTE), will continue to work in the 
fi eld of pedagogy improvement and evolution of appropriate 
teaching-learning materials. In summary, the changes in the 
legal environment brought about by the RTE have required 
that the Trusts adjust their engagement in the fi eld to this new 
reality and this process is underway.

OVERVIEW

A learning programme to promote 
English as a second language in 
government schools - Centre for 
Learning Resources, Maharashtra
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Elementary Education
In the area of elementary education, the Trusts have 
simultaneously continued engagements in underdeveloped 
areas. Several areas in the north, east, and north-east regions 
inhabited by underprivileged and marginal communities and 
those in confl ict zones have inadequate access to education. 
Thus, supplementary education and measures to improve 
the basic education system is a focus in these areas. Eff orts 
directed to improve the quality of education through resource 
centres and teacher-training programmes have been made 
across the country to ensure that children who enter the schools 
are motivated to continue their education. In addition, the 
Trusts have been focusing on improving the capabilities of 
the NGO partners to work with communities and schools. 

Right to Education Act
The process of implementation of the Right to Education 
Act (RTE), enacted by the Government of India, began during 
the year. The Trusts organised two workshops in New Delhi 
and Pune, aimed at helping their partners to understand the 
implications of the Act. Undoubtedly, this signifi cant legislation 
would eventually contribute hugely to the education sector. 
The interim period will pose uncertainties for the partners of 
the Trusts in the sector. Many of the Trusts partners had been 
working with community-based teachers, whose educational 
qualifi cations may not comply with the RTE Act, and were 
running schools that may have infrastructure that falls short 
of what the Act prescribes. The Trusts are identifying fresh 
areas of proactive engagement in the education sector and 
have begun exploring their potential contribution to the 
national endeavour. 

Women’s Literacy
The Women’s Literacy projects entered a second phase this 
year. The projects are for women in SHGs and sangathans. 
These projects enable them to achieve functional literacy and 
empowerment, and develop leadership potential and status 
in the community. The programme strategies are structured 
and supported by training and the curriculum developed by 
Nirantar. The programme provides for teaching women in 
their own language at their doorstep and includes technical 
support to NGOs working with them. The curriculum is 
relevant, based on their daily lives, and can be used to improve 
income and skills. In the last two years, the programme 
has been reaching about 60,000 poor rural women from 
Dalit, Muslim and backward communities in seven states. 

Adolescent Education and Development
The focus of Adolescent Education projects is on bringing 
adolescents into mainstream education through residential 
camps and continuing education, life skills and citizenship. 
The projects being supported are based on the Doosra 
Dashak model developed by the Foundation for Education and 
Development in Rajasthan. At present, 15 NGO partners 
have successfully initiated projects in Rajasthan, Jharkhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Assam and West Bengal. The 
NGOs’ eff orts are being supplemented with training their 
staff  and developing tools to track and continue education. 
An attempt to weave in skill-building and employability in the 
adolescent education fi eld has met with some early success 
and will become an important part of the Trusts strategy.  

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

Clay modelling workshop at the children’s resource centres - AARAMBH, Madhya Pradesh
Participant conducting community baseline survey - Patang, 
Odisha

Adolescent girls and enthusiastic older women in literacy 
eff orts and livelihood trainings - Yuvaparivartan, Tamil 
Nadu
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Samerth Trust, Chhattisgarh 
The Samerth Trust’s programme, supported by the Trusts, has 
set up 78 Educational Centres and is reaching out to over 1,750 
children from the Baiga community, a ‘primitive tribal group’ in 
the forest region of the Kota, Lormi and Gaurella blocks of the 
Bilaspur district in Chhattisgarh. 

These remedial centres or kendras help fi rst-generation learners 
in the age group of 6-14 years to benefi t from the coaching 
and remedial education inputs provided by well-trained Bal 
Mitras of the Samerth Trust. These remedial classes help the 
tribal children through child-friendly pedagogy to prepare for 
mainstreaming into standard 5 and standard 8. Younger siblings 
also join the kendras and benefi t from this nurturing space. 
Seventy-three well-trained Bal Mitras, now use the materials and 

techniques of active pedagogy recommended by Mobile Crèche. 
The Chhattisgarh District Institutes for Education of Teachers 
steer this remedial programme. 

The panchayats’ involvement with these kendras has assisted 
in the convergence with the government-run schools and 
teachers. Samerth’s strategy to promote education includes 
health camps, mid-meal schemes and kala-jatthas, thus taking 
on the responsibilities of surrogate parenthood on the issue 
of child development and educational progress. Samerth’s 
curriculum builds the cultural, emotional and cognitive skills of 
the children, and prepares them for mainstream schooling.

Street Survivors, West Bengal 
Started in 2003, Street Survivors runs a formal school (Jagriti), 
study-centres, and women’s livelihood programmes in the 
villages of Murshidabad, West Bengal, close to the Bangladesh 
border. The organisation received the Sanskriti 2010 award 
for social change for its work with education and women’s 
groups. The four study centres funded by the Trusts, since 2008 
provide academic support to 400 adolescent boys and girls in 
grades 5 to 12. These adolescents are fi rst-generation secondary 
school-goers from the Muslim community (90%), who often 
drop out due to poor instruction in schools and no support 
or encouragement from home. The academic support and 
tracking at these centres have helped the adolescents stay at 
school and complete their higher secondary education. 

Torpa Rural Development Society for Women, 
(TRDSW), Jharkhand
The Torpa Rural Development Society for Women (TRDSW) 
works in the Torpa and Rania blocks of the Khunti district of 
Jharkhand. Its hilly terrain, severely Naxal-infested forests and 
poor roads make the area inaccessible. A single kharif crop 
followed by migration for work defi nes the livelihoods of the 
Munda tribe that lives here. 

The Trusts supported them to provide access to education 
for fi rst-generation learners in 100 remote habitations and 
villages, focusing on children between 3 and 14 years. 

TRDSW has developed an appropriate technique based on their 
environment and culture to help Mundari-speaking children 
learn Hindi and English. The activities include establishment 
and continuation of pre-primary balwadis, a model school and 
remedial education centres in remote villages. The teachers 
are from among the local youth. The methods adopted have 
proved useful in creating a liking for education. It has enabled 
the children to seamlessly transit to mainstream Hindi-medium 
schools. Mid-day meals are provided to all the children. 
TRDSW has also engaged in skill training and constructive 
engagement of tribal youth, who are being trained as 
volunteers for the education programmes. The project has so 
far brought 2,200 tribal children in 45 villages into mainstream 
education. An environment for education has been created in 
the area, and the children come to school and enjoy learning.

Children performing dance at one of the extracurricular activities at the coaching centre in Murshidabad - Street Survivors, 
West Bengal

SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS

School drop-out children appear for open-school exams 
through remedial-education support - Samerth Trust, 
Chhattisgarh
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A FAction Beyond Help and Support, New Delhi

Adharshila Shiksha Samiti, Madhya Pradesh

Adim Jati Sevak Sangh, Chhattisgarh

Agragamee, Odisha

Ajmer Adult Education Association, Rajasthan

Al-Fazal Educational and Charitable Trust, Gujarat

Alwar Mewat Institute of Education and Development, 
Rajasthan

Amrapali Utkarsh Sangh, Maharashtra

Antodaya Lok Karyakram, Bihar

Asha Niketan, West Bengal

Azad India Foundation, Bihar 

Foundation for Awareness, Counselling and Education, 
Jharkhand

Foundation for Education and Development, Rajasthan

B
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Banwasi Vikas Ashram, Jharkhand

Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti, New Delhi

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Maharashtra

Bihar Bal Bhawan, Bihar

Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of 
India, Karnataka

Centre for Equity Studies, New Delhi

Charkha, Haryana

Child in Need Institute, West Bengal

Child Rights and You, New Delhi

Childline India Foundation, Maharashtra

Children’s Home of Hope, Tamil Nadu

N Nalanda, Uttar Pradesh

Narmada Navnirman Abhiyan, Maharashtra

National Institute of Women Child and 
Youth Development, Maharashtra

Nav Srishti, New Delhi

Nayantara Memorial Charitable Trust, West Bengal

New Education Group - Foundation for Innovation and 
Research in Education, New Delhi

Nirantar, New Delhi

S Saathi, Maharashtra

Samajik Parivartan Sansthan, Jharkhand

Samantar Sansthan, Rajasthan

Samata, Andhra Pradesh

Samerth Charitable Trust, Gujarat

Sampark Samaj Sevi Sansthan, Madhya Pradesh

SATHI - Society for Assistance to Children in Diffi  cult 
Situation, Karnataka

R

P

Revolutionary Ideology of Voluntary Entrepreneurs 
and Realistic, West Bengal

Rural Litigation & Entitlement Kendra, Uttarakhand

O Organisation for Early Literacy Promotion, New Delhi

Paragon Charitable Trust, Maharashtra

Pararth Samiti, Madhya Pradesh

Parmarth Samaj Sevi Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Pashu Shawchhedan Audyogik Utpadan Sahkari 
Samiti Ltd, Uttar Pradesh

Patang, Odisha

Peoples Vigilance Committee on Human Rights, 
Uttar Pradesh

Pratham Mumbai Education Initiative, Maharashtra

Prayas Vocational Institute for Mentally Handicapped, 
Rajasthan

Professional Assistance for Development Action, 
New DelhiM M. Venkatarangaiya Foundation, Andhra Pradesh

Mahila Development Centre, Bihar 

Mahila Kalpana Shakti, New Delhi

Mahila Vikas Samiti, Bihar

Makkal Vilipunarvu Kalvi Sangam, Tamil Nadu 

Movement for Alternatives and Youth Awareness, 
Karnataka

Mumbai Mobile Creches, Maharashtra
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Dhwani Trust, Karnataka

Digantar Shiksha Evam Khelkud Samiti, Rajasthan

Don Bosco Vyawasaik Prashikshan Kendra, Maharashtra

Eklavya, Madhya Pradesh

Help Foundation, Jammu and Kashmir

Hijli Inspiration, West Bengal

U Umri Christian Hospital, Maharashtra

Urmul Khejri Sansthan, Rajasthan

Uttarakhand Seva Nidhi Paryavaran Shiksha Sansthan, 
Uttarakhand

IIMPACT, Haryana

Jan Vikas, Bihar

Kalpataru Vikas Samit, Madhya Pradesh

Karmver Bhaurao Patil Vidyalaya and Jr. College, 
Maharashtra

Krishnamurti Foundation Rajghat Education Centre, 
Uttar Pradesh

Shashwat Sahbhagi Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Social Awareness and Vocational Education for Rural 
Area, Bihar 

Socio-Economic and Education Development Society, 
Jharkhand

Soshit Seva Sangh, Bihar

Street Survivors India, New Delhi

Suchana The Uttor Chandipur Community Society, 
West Bengal

Sutradhar, Karnataka

V
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Vacha Trust, Maharashtra

Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, Maharashtra

Vidya Roshan Charitable Trust, Haryana

Vikasganga Samajsevi Sanstha, Maharashtra

Vikramshila Education Resource Society, West Bengal

Voluntary Health Association of Tripura, Tripura

Yuva Parivartan, Tamil Nadu

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS
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Helping patients in need - 
Jan Swasthya Sahyog (JSS), 
Chhattisgarh

HEALTH

Although maternal mortality ratio has now come down to 212 
and the infant mortality rate to 50 per 1,00,000 live births, much 
needs to be done in the health sector. Concerns about women’s 
health, malnutrition, child health, chronic diseases, infectious 
diseases, poor quality of health care and lack of a workforce in 
health call for concerted eff orts from society at large. In recent 
times, moves to review and reframe the Mental Health Act and 
come up with a mental health policy for the very fi rst time, to 
redraft disability laws and to involve wider public consultations 
for the 12th Five-year Plan have emerged as opportunities to 
improve public health in India.

The Trusts respond to the aforementioned issues through 
partnership with organisations in four major areas of 
engagement: Community Health interventions including 
interventions for Mental Health, Non Communicable Diseases 
particularly Cancer, Violence against Women as a public health 
issue and Disability.

OVERVIEW
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Community Health
The thematic area of community-based health interventions 
has been one of the traditional areas at the Trust. 
Jan Swasthya Sahyog (JSS), Chhattisgarh, perhaps best 
represents the Trusts engagement in community health. It 
covers 54 villages in the Kota and Lormi blocks of the Bilaspur 
district. The impact-assessment exercise on the work of JSS 
showed that it caters to 35,000 out-patients annually and 
another 1,200 patients admitted for treatment for a range of 
diseases including cancer. Each of them saves on an average 
` 250 in health-care costs owing to the contribution of the 
JSS. The project truly represents the Trusts commitment to 
reach out to the unreached. Similarly, in another instance, 
the initial work done in regard to community-based 
measures to mitigate the devastating eff ects of malaria in 
Odisha gained momentum with the project reaching out to 
seven partners in the Rayagada, Kandhmal, Malkangiri and 
Kalahandi districts.

Violence against women
Violence against women has a detrimental impact on women’s 
health, which is broadly physical, reproductive, sexual and 
psychological. Health-care providers are the fi rst point of 
contact for most women who experience violence, in an eff ort 
to seek symptomatic care. In the last year, eight partners of the 
Trusts engaged in addressing the issue. The Anusandhan Trust, 
MASUM, SNEHA and Sama have demonstrated engagement 
with communities and the public health system in addressing 
violence against women as public health concern. 

Disability
The Trusts continue their support to projects working on 
disability-related issues in the areas of early intervention, 
preventive and remedial intervention and community-based 
rehabilitation. Employment and livelihoods for people with 
a disability is an area of special interest, focusing on 
economically viable models. During the year, the Trusts 
rendered support to correction of cleft lip and palette 
conditions. A major collaboration between the government 
of Assam and Operation Smile saw large-scale provision of 
cleft-care services in the north-eastern region. The support 
entails creating sustainable capacities for cleft care at the 
MM Chowdhury Hospital, Guwahati, which would stand the 
region in good stead for the future. 

Mental Health
A recent project signals the long-term engagement of the 
Trusts in the fi eld of community mental health. The Trusts work 
on addressing treatment gap for mental illness is proposed to 
be undertaken through a multi-pronged strategy of creating 
innovative models of community-based interventions and 
engagement with health systems to integrate service delivery 
for mental illnesses at the primary health-care level. The 
engagement has been launched in partnership with Sangath 
and the Regional Mental Hospital, Yerawada, and the LGB 
Regional Institute of Mental Health in Assam. Till now, the 
Trusts have supported projects ranging from clinical services for 
mental illness, working with care providers, addressing stigma 
and discrimination through community participation.

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

Building awareness among women through stage 
performance - Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsha Mandal 
(MASUM), Maharashtra

The Trust supports health services to tribals in Gadchirohi - 
Lok Biradari Prakalp, Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Maharashtra

A case study publised by the Trust on ‘Best Practices in 
Disability Sector’ won accolades Restoring smiles to children’s lips - Operation Smile, Assam
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Schizophrenia Research Foundation (SCARF), 
Tamil Nadu
The Schizophrenia Research Foundation (SCARF), based in Tamil 
Nadu, runs an innovative eff ort in addressing the ‘treatment 
gap’ for severe mental disorders. SCARF launched its preliminary 
tele-psychiatry programme in the wake of the traumatic 
tsunami, which aff ected the Tamil Nadu coast. This was 
subsequently strengthened through funding from the Trusts. 
Today, this is a comprehensive mental health programme 
operating in three districts covering seven talukas and 
232 villages through a network of local organisations. The 
programme covers a population of over 0.5 million and 
provides direct services to a minimum of 54,000 people. 
Expert consultation is done through fi xed clinics and a 
mobile service set-up, all linked through telephony and the 
internet to psychiatry experts at SCARF. A system such as 
this, with both forward and backward links, is being seen as 
effi  cient in case identifi cation, referral and follow-up care. 

Mitra - Christian Hospital, Odisha
Mitra Christian Hospital Bissamcuttack (CHB) and the Trusts 
forged a partnership in March 2010. To strenghthen community-
health programmes through evidence-based strategies, Mitra 
has been working in the malaria-aff ected and Naxalism-prone 
Bissamcuttack block of the Rayagada district in Odisha for the 
past 57 years. 

Mitra mentored six fi eld organisations to start Malaria Control 
programmes; of this, three organisations rolled out intensive 
programmes in 90 villages each of Kalahandi and Kandhamal 
district. The strong community empowerment element along 
with malaria-malnutrition screening and treatment for children 
under fi ve years, appropriate diagnosis and treatment by Village 
Health Workers, Mobile Clinics and Sub-Centres form the main 
strategies. Mitra itself rolled out Malaria Control programmes in 
50 villages. Of the 1,375 children in villages, 91.5% were tested 
for the malarial parasite; 59% of them tested positive for malaria 
and were treated. Treated children showed rapid weight gain, 
indicating a close link between malaria and malnutrition. 

Additionally, Swasthya Sevikas trained by Mitra treat nearly 
1,800 cases of fever every month. The data from the village-
level screening turned out to be crucial in terms of designing 
strategies and to measure changes in the lives of people. The 
programme will be consolidated and scaled up further.

SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS

Learning to bake - Om Creations Trust, Maharashtra

Free medicines dispensed to patients after tele-consultation 
- Schizophrenia Research Foundation (SCARF), Tamil Nadu
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Basic Needs India, Karnataka

Butterfl ies, New Delhi

Christian Hospital, Bissamcuttack, Odisha

S Sama - Resource Group for Women and Health, 
New Delhi

Sangath, Maharashtra

Schizophrenia Research Foundation, Tamil Nadu

Sense International (India), Gujarat

Shree Jan Jeevan Kalyan Sansthan, Rajasthan

Social Welfare Agency & Training Institute, Odisha

Society for Community Health Awareness Research 
and Action, Karnataka

Society of Parents of Children with Autistic Disorders, 
Maharashtra

Stree Mukti Sanghatana, Maharashtra

Swami Vivekananda Medical Mission, Maharashtra

Society for Women’s Action and Training Initiatives, 
Gujarat

R

N

P U
Royal Commonwealth Society for the Blind, 
Maharashtra

National Institute of Applied Human Research and 
Development, Odisha

Nava Jeevan Organisation, Andhra Pradesh

Nurses Guild of India, Maharashtra

Patient’s Relief Association, Maharashtra

Point of View, Maharashtra

Uttar Pradesh Voluntary Health Association, 
Uttar Pradesh

L
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Latika Roy Memorial Foundation, Uttarakhand

Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Maharashtra

Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsha Mandal, Maharashtra

Mahiti Trust, Gujarat

Mamta Health Institute for Mother and Child, 
New Delhi

Manas Foundation, New Delhi

Manav Vikas, Jharkhand

Mumbai City Sainik Welfare Offi  ce, Maharashtra
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Deepam Educational Society for the Health, 
Tamil Nadu 

Development Agency for Poor & Tribal Awakening, 
Odisha

Enable India, Karnataka

Friends Association for Rural Reconstruction, Odisha 

India Natural Resource Economics and Management 
Foundation, Gujarat

Indian Institute of Cerebral Palsy, West Bengal

Institute of Public Health, Karnataka

Jan Chetna Manch Bokaro, Jharkhand

Janarth, Maharashtra

Karuna Trust, Karnataka

T The Bombay Community Public Trust, Maharashtra

The Education Audiology & Research Society, 
Maharashtra

The Foundation for Research in Community Health, 
Maharashtra

The Society for the Education of Leprosy, Maharashtra

Thrombosis Research Institute of India, Karnataka

V VAANI - Deaf Children’s Foundation, West Bengal

Vikalp Foundation, Bihar

W World Centre for Creative Learning Foundation, 
Maharashtra 

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS
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Aarohi, Uttarakhand

Aawaaz-E-Niswaan, Maharashtra

Action for Welfare Research and Development Society, 
Madhya Pradesh

Action Research and Training for Health, Rajasthan

Anusandhan Trust, Maharashtra

Arya Vaidya Sala, Kerala

Astha - Alternative Strategies for the Handicapped, 
New Delhi

Astitva Samaj Vikas & Sanshodhan Sanstha, 
Maharashtra

Healing Fields Foundation, Andhra Pradesh

Health Vision and Research, West Bengal

Helpers of the Handicapped, Maharashtra 

Om Creation Trust, Maharashtra

Operation Smiles India, Maharashtra
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Women working under MNREGA 
to develop a nursery - Society 
for Research and Rudimentary 
Education on Social and Health 
Issues (SRREOSHI), West Bengal

CIVIL SOCIETY, 
GOVERNANCE AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS

This portfolio has projects in three prominent focal clusters. The 
fi rst deals with strengthening community-based organisations 
and enabling them to eff ectively use the law in force. The 
second deals with empowering poor rural women in claiming 
their entitlements. The third deals with the major national 
challenge of the declining child sex ratio. In addition, the 
Trusts continue to support work started earlier with regard 
to humanitarian assistance to under-trials, enabling women 
fi ght the scourge of domestic violence and cope with marital 
abuse, and strengthen local self-governing structures.      

During 2010-2011, the portfolio focused on developing 
grants around the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) in Mandla of Madhya 
Pradesh, Raichur of Karnataka and Mau of Uttar Pradesh. 
A total of 16 grants have been sanctioned so far by the 
Trustees. Eff orts to raise community awareness about rights 
under MNREGA and about the process of its implementation 
continue to focus on the issues of the Right to Food. Five more 
grants were sanctioned in this theme. These partners will also 
focus on community-based monitoring of malnutrition.

OVERVIEW
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Reducing Sex Selection 
The Trusts have now chosen prevention of pre-natal sex 
selection as an important area of engagement. A partner of 
the Trusts, Centre For Advocacy and Research (CFAR) has won 
accolades in the fi eld. Its work on sex-selective abortion in 
Rajasthan got media attention and the state government 
took notice. As a result of CFAR’s intense monitoring of the 
457 ultrasound centres across 12 districts of intervention, 
79 ultrasound centres were sealed for fl outing norms, and the 
registration of seven ultrasound centres have been cancelled 
on the same grounds. The organisation has been involved 
in independent medical audits and has so far audited 
114,511 Form-Fs fi led by ultrasound centres. CFAR has 
also monitored 80 ultrasound centres in Jaipur. This 
monitoring revealed that many of these centres changed 

their locations, sold off  their machines, shifted the centres 
to neighbouring districts in complete violation of the 
Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostics Technique Act 
(PCPNDT). CFAR’s eff ort is widely recognised by both the 
government and non-government sectors. It has been 
included in the Review Committee to prepare Vision 2021, 
a document on the girl child in Rajasthan. A government 
order to that eff ect has been issued by the Principal Health 
Secretary. The organisation has also been included in two 
government inspection teams constituted at the zonal 
level in Rajasthan to monitor the implementation of the 
PCPNDT Act. CFAR team members have also joined the 
National Monitoring Committee.

Empowering Rural Women
The Trusts continued to work on the Empowering Rural Women 
programme, which seeks to mobilise and empower oppressed 
rural women and enable them to realise their entitlements 
under diff erent government schemes. The Empowering 
Rural Women programme has started showing satisfactory 
outcomes. By the end of the year it has reached out to 
253 Gram Panchayats (GP) in Uttar Pradesh. In each of 
these, women formed - Nari Sanghs and through them 
nearly 40,000 women were mobilised. They struggled to 
ensure proper implementation of development schemes. 
As a result of the Nari Sanghs’ interventions, about 37,000 
families have secured jobs under the MNREGA for 77 days 
on average. This has resulted in a total income of ` 285 million 
to them. Nari Sanghs also engaged in planning sustainable 

asset creation through leveraging MNREGA funds. This 
process of empowerment is refl ected in the political sphere 
as well. 36 women won positions of Sarpanch, 520 members 
won as Ward Panch and 21 members have won as Block 
Development Committee members and two at the District 
Panchayat level although no partner took direct part in the 
elections. Towards the end of the year, nearly 400 women 
leaders from 10 districts met in Mau for a two-day conference. 
This received signifi cant media attention and coverage. 
The State Commission for Women took cognisance of the 
progress and wrote to District Magistrates of each of the 
10 districts to learn and inform the Commission about the 
functioning and processes of engagement of the Nari Sanghs. 
The eff ort to further expand the programme continues in 
Uttar Pradesh as also other states.  

A poster on gender equality - Equity Foundation, BiharPledging to save the girl child - Centre For Advocacy and 
Research (CFAR), Rajasthan

A case study publised by the Trust on ‘Distilled lessons of 
working with prision reforms’

Community meeting for Gram Sabha mobilisation - Tarun 
Chetna, Uttar Pradesh

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS
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Voluntary Action for Rehabilitation and 
Development (VARHAD), Maharashtra
Having worked earlier with the PRAYAS fi eld-action project 
of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, functionaries of 
the Voluntary Action for Rehabilitation and Development 
(VARHAD) have built up an impressive programme of working 
with prisoners and under-trials lodged in jails in Amravati and 
four other cities in the Vidarbha area of Maharashtra. 

Social workers of VARHAD assist prisoners in staying in touch 
with their families, help prisoners avail of permitted parole or 
other leave, re-train them for life after prison sentences, engage 
in working with the children of prisoners to ensure that they 
receive due care and support and, furthermore, work with 
hardened and repeated off enders, persuading them to give up 
the path of anti-social engagements. 

VARHAD has also initiated setting up a farm where prisoners 
after their sentences could live and engage in productive 
activities. Their work in a depressing setting off ers a 
much-needed ray of hope and a touch of humanity to these 
people rejected by their families and society.

NISHTHA, West Bengal  
The South 24 Paraganas district in West Bengal has the highest 
rate of recorded crimes against women in West Bengal. The 
incidents of violence often take place in marital homes. Many a 
time, marriage acts as a garb to traffi  c adolescent girls. Nishtha 
focuses on combating child marriages in the Mograhat II Block 
of the South 24 Paraganas district of West Bengal. It reaches out 
to 13 Gram Panchayat (GP) of the block with a day-care centre in 
each GP for out-of-school adolescent girls. It also runs a model 
day-care centre as part of the project. Girls study, take part in 
cultural activities and pick up vocational skills such as Batik 
painting and Aari embroidery. 

Nishtha believes that if girls from impoverished families can 
be provided a safe space during the day when their parents 
go out in search of work, they will not be pushed into early 
and often disastrous marriages. Nishtha has supported 
more than 110 adolescent girls every year through the 
main day-care centre. 1,274 adolescent girls have been 
provided safe shelter during the day at 13 Gram Panchayat 
level centres; of these, 321 girls have been mainstreamed 
into government schools, 1,106 adolescents have been 
provided vocational training. The organisation has created 117 
adolescent groups with 1,795 members, who work as social 
monitors in the community. 

Nishtha has reached out to 10,124 individuals as change-makers, 
who actively collaborate as volunteers in the Mograhat II Block 
to spread the message against child marriages.

SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS

A rally preceding a district-level workshop in Mau - Bhagwan Manav Kalyan Samiti, Uttar Pradesh
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Baihar Nari Utthan Sewa Mahila Mandal, 
Madhya Pradesh

Baikunthapur Sishu Seva Kendra, West Bengal

Bhagwan Manav Kalyan Samiti, Uttar Pradesh

Bharatiya Samaj Seva Kendra, Maharashtra

Centre for Advocacy and Research, New Delhi 

Chaitanya, Maharashtra

Coastal Rural Youth Network, Andhra Pradesh

N
P

New Entity for Social Action, Karnataka

Nirbal Sewa Samiti, Uttar Pradesh

People’s Action for National Integration, Uttar Pradesh

Prakriti, Maharashtra

Public Cause Research Foundation, Maharashtra

L
M

Lok Jagriti Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Lok Panchayat, Maharashtra

Mahila Swaraj Abhiyan, Gujarat

Mahila Swarojgar Samiti, Uttar Pradesh

Majlis Manch, Maharashtra

Manav Sewa Kendra, Uttar Pradesh

D
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Dalit Foundation, New Delhi

Development Initiative, Odisha

Gram Vikas Sewa Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Grameen Vikas Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Gramin Punarnirman Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Housing and Land Rights Network, New Delhi 

In Defence of Animals, Maharashtra

T Tarashi - Women Research & Training Organisation, 
Madhya Pradesh

Tarun Chetna, Uttar Pradesh

Sambalpur Integrated Development, Odisha

Samvada, Karnataka

Shaheen Women Resource and Welfare Association, 
Andhra Pradesh

Society for Citizens Vigilance Initiative, New Delhi

Society for Promoting Participative Eco-system 
Management, Maharashtra

Society for Rural, Urban and Tribal Initiative, New Delhi

Spandhana, Karnataka

Srishti Sewa Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Supporting Association for Thematic and 
Holistic Initiatives, Uttar Pradesh

V Vidya Bhawan Society, Rajasthan

U Ujjas Mahila Sangathan, Gujarat

Urmul Jyoti Sansthan, Rajasthan

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS
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Ashoka Innovators for the Public, New Delhi

Adi Shakti Manav Kalyan Sewa Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Amar Shahid Chetana Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Association for Voluntary Agencies for Rural 
Development, New Delhi

Association of Democratic Reforms, New Delhi

Jan Sahas, Madhya Pradesh

Jana Sanskriti Centre for Theatre of the Oppressed, 
West Bengal

Janvikas Samajik Sanstha, Maharashtra

Sadbhawana Gramin Vikas Sansthan, Uttar Pradesh

Sahayog Community Coordination Network, 
Andhra Pradesh 

Saiyere Jo Sangathan, Gujarat

Sakhi Trust, Karnataka

Samagra Vikas Samiti, Uttar Pradesh

Rural Litigation and Entitlement Kendra, Uttarakhand

Keonjhar Integrated Rural Development & 
Training Institute, Odisha
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Rally to celebrate International Women’s Day in 
Pratapgarh - Tarun Chetna, Uttar Pradesh

Group exercise in a training programme for Ekal Nari Shakti 
Sangathan - Astha Sansthan, Rajasthan



Community archive for Seraikella 
Chhau - National Folklore Support 
Centre, Tamil Nadu

MEDIA, ART
AND CULTURE

The Trusts have accorded high priority to preserving the rich 
cultural heritage of the country. The apparent public apathy to 
the cause of protecting and conserving cultural artefacts and 
legacy makes this work even more pertinent. This portfolio 
focuses on promoting art scholarships and building archival 
facilities; protecting and conserving India’s cultural heritage 
and dying art forms; supporting research and development 
activities of the art and supporting development-media 
projects. Seven new grants were made during the year 
under review. 

The Trusts worked to sharpen the focus on conservation of 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage. The emerging as well 
as existing projects pertaining to museums and monuments 
illustrate the fi rst while the focus on community archives and 
folklore represents the second. The Trusts support to conserve 
the community archives of the Nari Kurava, Jenu Kuruba and 
Seraikella Chhau won for the three global recognition as best 
practices in conserving an intangible cultural heritage. 

OVERVIEW
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Women weaving in Maheshwar - Women Weave, 
Madhya Pradesh

Empowering community voices through the media - 
Drishti, Gujarat

Folklore as intangible heritage 
An ongoing innovative project with the National Folklore 
Support Centre (NFSC) on the community archives received 
recognition by UNESCO (United Nations Educational 
Scientifi c and Cultural Organisation) as ‘Intangible Heritage’. 
The three community archives which were so recognised 
include Nari Kurava in Tamil Nadu, Jenu Kuruba in Andhra 
Pradesh and Seraikella Chhau in Jharkhand. By building 
cultural, linguistic and artistic resources for the tribes and 
connecting documentation with higher education and 
research, the project aims to enhance social, educational 
and economic opportunities for the communities.

Development media 
The Trusts also support media work focusing on development 
issues. The Vikas Samvad Samiti, Bhopal, has done 
commendable work by encouraging and supporting 
journalists to use the print media and to highlight grassroots 
issues. Another development-media project supported by the 
Trusts is with Drishti. Using the community media to create 
awareness and promote sustainable change, Drishti has been 
working at the grassroots on various issues such as health, 
education, livelihood, water and child protection, and has 
reached out to more than 0.3 million people across India.

Revival of disappearing artforms 
The Trusts support work to revive dying art forms. Two leading 
projects in this fi eld, one with Dhrupad Sansthan and the 
other with Kattaikkuttu Sangam, were renewed during the 
year to enable the partners to take their work to its logical 
conclusion. The vanishing vocal tradition of Dhrupad, 
hitherto confi ned only to males was taught under Trusts-
supported projects to 20 persons including six women. 
Kattaikkuttu Sangam, an all-male art form was taught to 
over 44 students from under-privileged backgrounds, 
including 16 girls in a gurukulam format so that they did 
not miss out on conventional education. The fi rst batch of 
the students graduated from the Sangam and have established 
their own professional theatre company.

Going forward 
Going forward, the Trusts intend to expand their support to 
conservation of tribal folklore initiated three years ago. Over 
time, the Trusts will support this work through NGOs and 
through fellowships for young scholars working in 
universities. The Trusts support to conserving monuments 
will continue. Further, the Trusts will contribute to 
strengthening conservation techniques for monuments 
and museums through documentation, training and 
demonstration. The Trusts intend to emphasise eff orts to 
revive archive, artefacts, and other cultural features pertaining 
to 90 million tribal people of the country. This will include 
fellowships and archives pertaining to tribal folklore and 
eff orts at disseminating the glorious contributions made by 
tribals to this country.

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

Kattaikkuttu performance by students - Kattaikkuttu Sangam, Tamil Nadu
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SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS

Aga Khan Trust for Culture, New Delhi
The conservation and restoration of Humayun’s Tomb in New 
Delhi, being undertaken by the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, 
is aimed at restoring the grandeur of this World Heritage 
monument and has been coupled with signifi cant environmental 
and socio-economic development programmes. The goal of 
the project was to implement conservation works following a 
Memorandum of Understanding signed in July 2007 with the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), the Central Public Works 
Department and the Municipal Corporation of Delhi. It is also 
being used as a platform to train conservation professionals 
as well as craftsmen This is the only instance of a not-for-
profi t initiative for the conservation of any of India’s World 
Heritage sites. 

Conservation works are being implemented by a multi-
disciplinary team, with material and craft skills used by the 
original builders, removing ad hoc interventions of the 
20th century that had disfi gured the historical architectural 
character of the monument. As a result, Humayun’s Tomb and 
its associated structures have received a fresh lease of life 
and appear more attractive to visitors, thereby signifi cantly 
increasing public interest in conservation. 

Over 200 master craftsmen have been employed with the 
project for the duration of the year except when works had 
to be discontinued for four months for the Commonwealth 
Games and the visit of President Obama.  

Conservation works have generated signifi cant employment for 
master craftsmen, and 160 offi  cers of the ASI from countrywide 
locations have attended the training workshops. The high 
documentation standards used for the project are now being 
replicated at other sites by the ASI, and the ‘craft-based’ 
approach has led the ASI to review the national conservation 
philosophy with the formation of a ‘National Committee on 
Conservation Policy’.

Dhrupad Sansthan, Madhya Pradesh
The austere and pure Dhrupad style of singing predates 
the khayal style in Hindustani classical music and is thus an 
important cultural heritage of the country. After the celebrated 
Dagar brothers of Bhopal, the nation was left with very few 
singers capable of Dhrupad singing. To revive this majestic 
and rich style of music, the Trusts partner with the 
Dhrupad Sansthan in Bhopal to help leading artists run a 
‘gurukul’ to train young singers in the style. The fi rst phase 
saw fi fteen singers being trained in the style. The second 
phase of the support initiated during the year under 
review consolidates on this gain and takes some steps 
to popularise the style so that it receives patronage and 
becomes vibrant again.   

Conservation work at Humayun’s Tomb, implemented by the Aga Khan Trust for Culture - The Aga Khan Foundation, New Delhi

Students learning the traditional form of Dhrupad - Dhrupad 
Sansthan, Madhya Pradesh
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Bombay House Jashan Committee, Maharashtra

Centre for Science and Environment, New Delhi

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya, 
Maharashtra

N National Folklore Support Centre, Tamil Nadu

D
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Dalit Foundation, New Delhi

Darshan, Gujarat

Dhrupad Sansthan, Madhya Pradesh

Drishti, Gujarat

India Foundation for the Arts, Karnataka

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

Kattaikkuttu Sangam, Tamil Nadu

Khamir Crafts Resource Centre, Gujarat

Madras Craft Foundation, Tamil Nadu

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

A Aga Khan Foundation, New Delhi R Raja Dinkar Kelkar Museum, Maharashtra
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Sameekasha Trust, Maharashtra

Saptak, Gujarat

Vikas Samvad Samiti, Madhya Pradesh

Vividha Mahila Alekhan Evam Sandarbh Kendra Samiti, 
Rajasthan

Women Weave Charitable Trust, Maharashtra

T Tata Sports Club, Maharashtra

The Aseema Trust, Tamil Nadu
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Godna painting by a Dalit woman artist - Dalit Foundation, New Delhi



INSTITUTIONS
The work connected with the construction of the speciality 
Cancer Hospital of the Tata Medical Centre Trust neared 
completion during the fi nancial year. It was formally 
inaugurated in May 2011. Envisioned as a state-of-the-art 
tertiary cancer centre, it will promote prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment, rehabilitation, palliation and research. The 
Institution’s mission is to excel in patient service as well as 
education and research in the fi eld of oncology. Spread over 
13 acres and with a capacity of 167 beds in the fi rst stage, the 
hospital will incorporate the latest in medical equipment and 
management practices. The hospital has units / departments 
of surgical oncology, radiation oncology, medical oncology, 
anaesthesiology, intensive care and pain medicine, palliative 
care, transfusion medicine and blood banks and the units 
for necessary laboratory as well as imaging services. The 
in-patient facility of 167 beds across general and special wards 
is thoughtfully supplemented by Premashraya, a residential 
facility that will be off ered free to needy patients undergoing 
treatment in the Centre as well as to their families. The doctrine 
of social responsibility as professed by the Trusts founders 
continues to be the central theme of the Tata Medical Centre 
Trust, which will off er its services to all those who need them 
irrespective of their socio-economic background. As the 
Centre’s mission statement re-iterates, if cancer aff ects all, it is 
time treatment reached all as well. 

Tata Medical Centre Trust Hospital 
in Kolkata, West Bengal
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If the Tata Medical Centre Trust is the recent among the 
Institutions supported by the Trusts, signifi cant developments 
concerned the more established ones as well. Concluding 
the landmark year of the birth centenary of Homi Bhabha, 
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research organised and 
completed several projects during the year with the help of 
the Trusts. These included the establishment of a permanent 

exhibition on Homi Bhabha and his legacy, the publication 
of a book titled ‘The Visionary and the Vision’, the release of a 
book connected with the collection of art for the Institute by 
Homi Bhabha and an exhibition of the art at the National 
Gallery of Modern Art in Mumbai, and the launch of the 
work connected with a documentary on the life and times of 
Homi Bhabha.

C Centre for Study of Science, Technology & Policy, 
Karnataka

F Foundation for Revitalisation of Local Health 
Traditions, Karnataka T

N National Centre for the Performing Arts, Maharashtra

National Institute of Advanced Studies, Karnataka

Taj Public Service Welfare Trust, Maharashtra

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Maharashtra

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Maharashtra

TRUSTS SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS

I Indian Institute of Science, Karnataka
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Mr Tata at the hospital in Kolkata The hospital off ers services to all those who need them irrespective of their socio-economic background



A patient examined by a doctor for Tomotherapy procedure - Tata Memorial Hospital, Maharashtra

The Trusts receive appeals for fi nancial assistance 
throughout the year, which they evaluate on the 
basis of certain laid-down criteria. During the year, 
fi nancial assistance was extended to over 800 
benefi ciaries with a total spend of ` 46.10 million. 
The major outlay was towards those affl  icted by 
ailments of the heart and cancer.

The latter half of the year saw the Trusts 
piloting a scheme to set up a fund to admin-
ister life-saving emergency treatment to patients

INDIVIDUAL GRANTS - 
MEDICAL

from a poor socio-economic background in 
two hospitals in Mumbai. One of them was set 
up in the Tata Memorial Hospital to meet 
the critical start-up treatment costs of paediatric 
cancer patients. The other, which was set up in 
KEM Hospital, focused on patients suff ering 
from cerebro-vascular stroke, who had to be 
treated using the highly specialised, expensive 
and life-saving ‘Interventional Neuro-Radiology’ 
procedure.

Individual Grants - Medical ( 73 )

“Life for 34-year-old Manisha Sonawane took a painful 
turn when one day, while walking on a road with her 
family, a tree crashed down on her and fractured her 
skull and face bones. What followed was a traumatic 
period, in the course of which she was comatose for 
three weeks and underwent four surgeries, all the while 
striving to regain her memory and restore normalcy to 
her life. Her indomitable spirit together with fi nancial 
assistance from the Trusts and others saw her through 
this diffi cult period. Manisha today works as a tailor 
from her home in a suburban chawl, where she resides 
with her husband and three children.” 

“24-year-old Vinod Babhlikar, the elder son of a 
family of six in Rajatpura village of Amravati, suffered 
from a rare heart ailment since birth, resulting in a 
sudden increase in heartbeat. This life-threatening 
condition left him unable to lead a normal life. He 
had to undergo emergency surgery to implant a 
cardioverter in order to regulate his heartbeat. 
Coming from a family of farmers from a poor socio-
economic background, he underwent this surgery 
with support from the Trusts and other donors. 
He now leads a normal life in his native village.” 

Doctor examining a pediatric cancer patient A patient being operated upon by a team
of surgeons



The fi nancial assistance extended by Sir Dorabji 
Tata Trust and Allied Trusts can be broadly 
categorised under the heads:
a) Scholarships (including loan scholarships)
b) Means based grants
c) Travel grants

Scholarships (including loan scholarships) 
- Scholarships are given for graduation and 
post-graduation courses in India subject to 
the eligibility criteria based on merit. Loan 
scholarships are given to pursue post-
graduate studies abroad. These scholars have 
the opportunity to avail of a gift award and a 
travel grant for studies abroad. Scholarships are 

also given in India and abroad to support research 
in leukaemia and other diseases of the blood. 

Means based grants - The Trusts also extend 
fi nancial assistance by way of Means based grants, 
which take into account the economic background 
of the applicant.
 
Travel grants - Travel grants are mainly given to 
pursue studies abroad and participate in advanced 
training programmes and workshops.

During the year, the outlay on scholarships 
(including loan scholarships) and grants 
amounted to ` 193.56 million.

INDIVIDUAL GRANTS - 
EDUCATION AND TRAVEL

“Twenty-two-year-old Ms Nida Metkar is one of 
the two earning members in her family of six. With 
her parents suffering from chronic illness and her 
unemployed male sibling suffering from blood cancer, 
the responsibility of the household is on Nida’s shoulders 
and her other unmarried sister. Nida was assisted by 
the Trusts with a grant to complete her one-year course 
for a Bachelor’s degree in Education, which qualifi es her 
to teach students up to a higher secondary level. She 
now works in a Mumbai school as a secondary level 
assistant teacher.”

Individual Grants - Educational & Travel ( 75 )

“At the age of 38, Dr Vikram Deshpande is one of the 
few Indian Professors in the Faculty of Engineering at 
the University of Cambridge. A scholar of the 1994 
batch, he completed his doctorate in 1997 and has 
made outstanding contributions in the general area of 
micromechanics of materials. In 2008, he expressed his 
gratitude by gifting an amount equivalent to his loan 
scholarship to the Endowment to promote the academic 
aptitude of young talent.”
 

A hands-on training session at the Foundation 
Workshop in Mumbai - Grant Medical College, 
Maharashtra

Students in discussion with the professors - 
Yerala Dental College, Maharashtra

JN Tata scholar, Aditya Inamdar, was a part of interdisciplinary team from the University of Michigan that won the 2011 ULI / 
Gerald D. Hines student Urban Design Competition



FINANCIALS
OVERVIEW
The Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and Allied Trusts disbursed a total of ` 3,298.39 million in 2010-2011, an increase of 13% over the disbursement 
of ` 2,913.52 million in the previous year.

The Trusts support a large number of NGOs working in the six thematic areas for which the Trusts extend fi nancial assistance, 
namely Natural Resource Management and Rural Livelihoods (including Relief ); Urban Poverty and Livelihoods; Education; Health; 
Civil Society, Governance and Human Rights; and Media, Art and Culture. The total grant outlay of ` 1,236.07 million was 27% lower than 
the previous year. 

The distribution of the grants over these thematic areas is given below:

Institutions include both Tata-Trust Promoted Institutions (those that have been given seed support by the Trusts and on which the 
Trusts have a representative on the Institution’s board/governing council) and those that have been established with multiple-donor 
support. The grants disbursed to Institutions in 2010-2011 amounted to ` 1,850.81 million as compared to ` 1,028.29 million in 
2009-2010. In addition, institutional grant support for research in leukemia and diseases of the blood amounted to ` 4.82 million as 
compared to ` 2.46 million in 2009-2010. 

* In cases where the percentage is below 1% the relevant sector has not been represented. 

` in Million

(1 US $ = ` 44 )

Total Grant Allocations 2009-2010*
` 2,913.52 Million (US $ 66.22 Million)

58%

35% 7%

Non Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs)

Tata Trust Promoted 
Institutions

Individuals

Total Grant Allocations 2010-2011*
` 3,298.39 Million (US $ 74.96 Million)

7%56%

37%

Natural Resource 
Management and 
Rural Livelihoods

Urban Poverty and 
Livelihoods

Education

Health

Civil Society, 
Governance and 
Human Rights

Media, Arts and 
Culture

Relief

Allocation to the NGO Sector 2009-2010
 ` 1,687.60 Million (US $ 38.35 Million)

37% 6% 16% 21% 13% 6% 1%

Allocation to the NGO Sector 2010-2011 
` 1,236.07 Million (US $ 28.09 Million)

42% 5% 20% 16% 10% 5% 2%
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Trusts  2009-2010  2010-2011 

 Individual  Inst./NGOs  Individual  Inst./NGOs 

Sir Dorabji Tata Trust  64.84  773.96  65.14  1,224.24 

JRD Tata Trust  57.81  60.10  61.03  53.76 

Jamsetji Tata Trust  16.35  1,592.96  38.46  1,510.44 

RD Tata Trust  -    72.50  -    55.19 

Tata Education Trust  -    108.28  -    109.48 

Tata Social Welfare Trust  -    90.19  -    93.28 

JRD and Thelma J. Tata Trust  -    7.20  -    7.53 

J. N. Tata Endowment  32.72  -    40.44  -   

Lady Tata Memorial Trust  34.15  2.46  34.58  4.82 

Total  205.87  2,707.65  239.65  3,058.74 

US $ in Million  4.68  61.54  5.45  69.52 



Decades Spanning the fi nancial years
Sir Dorabji 

Tata Trust
Allied Trusts  Total 

            From          To

1  1891-92  1900-01  0.25  0.25 

2  1901-02  1910-11  0.29  0.29 

3  1911-12  1920-21  0.19  0.19 

4  1921-22  1930-31  0.40  0.40 

5 1931-32 1940-41 5.34  0.51  5.85 

6 1941-42 1950-51 11.75  1.68  13.43 

7 1951-52 1960-61 17.75  2.86  20.61 

8 1961-62 1970-71 21.84  6.71  28.55 

9 1971-72 1980-81 40.40  15.77  56.17 

10 1981-82 1990-91 86.96  37.69  124.65 

11 1991-92 2000-01 1,041.35  458.84  1,500.19 

12 2001-02 2010-11 7,271.48  9,528.23  16,799.71 

Total 8,496.87 10,053.42 18,550.29

Financial assistance is extended to deserving individuals for education, travel and medical treatment. In Education, assistance takes 
the form of loan scholarships for studies abroad, scholarships for studies in India including research studies for specifi c purposes, and 
educational grants. Travel grants are given for studies abroad, as well as for specialised advanced training, attending conferences and 
workshops. Medical grants are given to individuals to meet the cost of hospitalisation, surgery and follow-up treatment. In 2010-2011, the 
Individual grants totalled ` 239.65 million, an increase of 16% over the previous year’s ` 205.87 million.

Since the inception of the Trusts, the disbursements towards the objects of the Trusts, as laid out in the Trusts Deeds, have steadily 
increased. Nearly 91% of the disbursements since inception have been done in the current decade.

Disbursement of Individual Education and Medical Grants 
(Amount In Millions - 2009-2010)

Expenditure on Objects of the Trust

75%

25%
Education
Medical

Disbursement of Individual Education and Medical Grants 
(Amount In Millions -2010-2011)

19%

81%

Over the last fi ve years, the overall disbursements of the Trusts have increased substantially.

Financial Years

Sir Dorabji Tata Trust

Allied Trusts

` in Million

FUNDS DISBURSED SINCE INCEPTION
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR SIR DORABJI TATA TRUST

Sources of funds Income

Application of funds Expenditure

(1 US $ = ` 44 )

 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

849.09 19.30 73.78
Expenditure on Objects of the Trust 

(including grant related expenses)
 1,301.24 29.57 96.37

49.10 1.12 4.27 Administration expenses  49.00 1.11 3.63

13.62 0.31 1.18 Contribution to PTA Fund  Nil  Nil Nil

239.11 5.43 20.78
Surplus for the year transferred to 

the Balance Sheet
Nil  Nil Nil

1,150.92 26.16 100.00 1,350.24 30.68 100.00
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 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

1,250.00 28.41 42.75 Trust Fund 1,250.00 28.41 39.89

1,668.29 37.92 57.06 Reserves and other Funds 1,668.29 37.92 59.84

5.43 0.12 0.19 Sundry Liabilities and Provisions 215.54 4.90 0.27

2,923.72 66.45 100.00 3,133.83 71.23 100.00

 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

43.55 0.99 1.49 Fixed Assets  42.57 0.97 1.36

2,608.98 59.30 89.23 Investments  2,858.98 64.98 91.23

271.19 6.16 9.28 Other Assets  232.28 5.28 7.41

2,923.72 66.45 100.00 3,133.83 71.23 100.00

 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

873.16 19.84 75.87 Dividend  871.70 19.81 64.56

274.14 6.23 23.82 Interest  284.19 6.46 21.05

Nil Nil Nil Donations / grants  192.83 4.38 14.28

3.62 0.08 0.31 Sundries  1.52 0.03 0.11

1,150.92 26.16 100.00  1,350.24 30.68 100.00



CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE ALLIED TRUSTS

Sources of funds Income

Application of funds Expenditure

(1 US $ = ` 44 )

 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

 17,454.94  396.70  60.04 Trust Fund and Endowment Fund  17,984.94  408.75  59.42 

 11,556.79  262.65  39.75 Reserves and Other Funds  12,223.18  277.80  40.38 

 58.14  1.32  0.20 Tax Refund  58.14  1.32  0.19 

 1.83  0.04  0.01 Sundry Liabilities and Provisions  2.24  0.05  0.01 

29,071.70 660.71 100.00  30,268.50  687.92  100.00 

 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

 1,891.67  42.99  79.78 Dividend  2,261.36  51.39  83.15 

 461.30  10.48  19.45 Interest  439.76  9.99  16.17 

 4.32  0.10  0.18 Sundries  3.45  0.08  0.13 

 13.88  0.32  0.59 Repayments from Scholars  15.02  0.35  0.57 

 2,371.17  53.89  100.00  2,719.59  61.81  100.00 

 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

 0.47  0.01  - Fixed Assets  0.37  0.01  0.00 

 28,019.80  636.81  96.38 Investments  28,800.20  654.55  95.15 

 1,051.43  23.89  3.62 Current Assets, Loans and Advances  1,467.93  33.36  4.85 

 29,071.70  660.71  100.00  30,268.50  687.92  100.00 

 As at 31.3.2010 Particulars  As at 31.3.2011 

 ` in Million 
 US $ in 

Million 
 %  ` in Million 

 US $ in 

Million 
 % 

 2,080.77  47.29  87.75 
Expenditure on Objects of the Trust 

(including grant related expenses)
 2,021.24  45.94  74.32 

 49.34  1.12  2.08 Administration expenses  57.08  1.30  2.10 

 10.08  0.23  0.43 
Contribution to Public Trusts 

Administration Fund
 Nil  Nil  Nil 

 230.98  5.25  9.74 
Surplus for the year transferred to 

the Balance Sheet
 641.27  14.57  23.58 

 2,371.17  53.89  100.00  2,719.59  61.81  100.00 
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Young girl at the community archive 
for the Nari Kuruvar - National Folklore 
Support Centre, Tamil Nadu

The Trusts are grateful to: 
 Our grantees for the project photographs used in the Annual Report 

 and to external consultants who have conducted reviews and
  assessments.
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